
Essay questions unfolded
QUICK GUIDE TO THE MEANING OF THE MAIN QUESTION

WORDS USED FOR ESSAY EVALUATIONS 

Describe:

 Provide a detailed insight related to the specific
topic asked. Remember to characterise the facts
in a narrative form. This is not necessarily related
to the meaning of something but more on the
characteristics. 

Explain:

By explaining here you are expected to clarify a
topic, here you can get a little bit more into the
details. You have to think as if you were talking
about a specific topic to someone without a
background. You need to get into the meaning of
what you write.

Elaborate:

Provide in-depth evidence of extra reading and
independent learning. Here you need to give
more information and expand on the given topic.
Show that you have done your reading and go
beyond lecture materials (remember not to go
off-topic).

Summarise

Try to condense the main points of a research or
of a general topic in its main points omitting
everything that is minor. Highlight the key points
or findings. Make this straight to the point.  Don’t
use bullet point unless asked.

Descriptive Approach
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QUICK GUIDE TO THE MEANING OF THE MAIN QUESTION

WORDS USED FOR ESSAY EVALUATIONS 

Analyse:

You are expected to give an in-depth look at  each
part of the topic using evidence (from literature
mostly). Deconstruct the essay subject and go through
each fundamental part. Don't give a narration
(description), try to show your position and justify it
with the material that you have gone through during
your literature search and independent reading. 

Discuss:

You are covering a debated topic and you need to use
your reasoning skills and selected evidence to make a
case against or in favour of a specific topic. You need
to cover advantages and limitations of your specific
topic and remember to include a conclusive
paragraph as well that wraps up the discussion and
covers the main points discussed. 

Critically Evaluate:

Show your point of view regarding a determined aspect of a topic. Gather evidence that is
both related to an agreement or a disagreement with the topic or statement you are asked
to write about. Justify the reason why you will agree or not with the statement.  Do your
extra reading/independent learning to back up your observation with research-based
evidence (remember to cite the evidences). 

Critical Approach
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